M E M O R A N D U M

Date:
September 17, 2006
Re:
Geotechnical  Investigation  Specification




for  a

Composite  Elevated  Water  Storage  Tank
The specification referenced above provides guidelines to the engineer performing a geotechnical investigation for a composite elevated tank.

The entity responsible for arranging a geotechnical investigation should be knowledgeable with respect to minimum requirements.  An agreement should be structured that will provide for an adequate investigation and result in adequate information.  We recommend that the agreement reflect the requirements of the specification referenced above, and define other standard contractual requirements such as access, timing, insurance and compensation.

Planning the appropriate geotechnical investigation requires a general knowledge of the anticipated geological conditions at the site and an understanding of the structure size and anticipated loads.  The geotechnical engineer should be provided with preliminary structure and load information including anticipated height, diameter of the pedestal, structure and water weight, and service level shears and moments at grade that are associated with wind and earthquake loads.  Please contact a Landmark representative to obtain this information.

The specification requirements for analysis and recommendations are general and may be adjusted to suit the specific geological and geographical conditions.  The geotechnical engineer should be prepared to adjust the exploration depths and testing during drilling, depending on the subsurface conditions encountered.

It is recommended that the geotechnical engineer be involved during final foundation design and construction, in order to confirm recommendations and provide further testing and inspection as required.  This allows the geotechnical engineer to be particularly aware of unusual or unforeseen conditions that may affect the recommendations or performance of the foundation.
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